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There are two traditions of Vaishnavism that are prevalent in Andhra - Tengal (South) and
Vadagal (North), the former being numerically strong.
Puranic religion of Vaishnavism brought out the glory of Vishnu through his incarnations
of which those of Rama and Krishna gained immense popularity. The Bhakti movement that
surged in the middle ages centered round the Bh&gavata Parana and the incarnations of Rama
and Krishna described therein. Owing to this 'Vaishnavism' in Andhra mainly manifested itself
in the worship of these gods and other deities considered as manifestations of Vishnu (such
as Venkateswara and Satyanarayana Swamy).
The elaborate rituals found in the Vaishnava temples and a vast literature that grew around
the gods popularised the faith among the masses. Even the pada and tirtan literature about
the incarnations and their subsequent use in the dance traditions of Andhra contributed to
the popularity of the faith.
The two dominant faiths among the people, Saivism and Vaishnavism, existed in Andhra
sirnulataneously and the people following these faiths lived amicably. We do not find militant
conflicts between them as are found between Vedic and non-Vedic faiths. However, the
occasional discord found in their respective practices reflected in the story of the battle of
Palnadu. Several attempts were made to remove the discord. At one stage Saivites accepted
Vishnu as the greatest devotee of Siva, while the Vaishnavites made Siva an ardent devotee
of Vishnu. As this did not assuage the feelings of both, a concept was floated that Siva and
Vishnu were the one and the same. A concrete shape to this was given by Tikkana, who
celebrated the indistinguishablltty in dedicating his work to "Hari-Hara-Natha", who donned
the attributes of Siva as well as Vishnu. Though this did not last as a cult for long, the
Smartha view of equating Siva and Vishnu prevailed and all the puranic gods came to be
equally worshipped by one and all, except in a few stray cases.
Islam
Islam came to Andhra as early as the 11th c. through the Arab traders who reached the
Malabar coast Baba Fakruddin and his disciples were responsible for the spread of Islam
at that time. A ruler of Penugonda (11th-12th c.) adopted Islam and constructed a mosque
there. However, it was after the northern Muslim invaders in the early fourteenth century
occupied some parts of Andhra that the religion established itself as an important faith of the
land. Though the Kakatiya kingdom defended itself against Muslim onslaught for quite some
time, it finally succumbed. As the early invaders and their representatives attached a greater
importance to proselytizing than to other aspects of administatlon, they began promoting their
faith by every conceivable way including force. They also resorted to vandalism and wanton
destruction of temples and Hindu institutions.